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Global Health
1. Describe how this problem has impacted global health concerns?
The problem of lack of clean drinking water has led to health concerns as people without clean drinking water, still face infection of diseases such as diarrhea, typhoid, hepatitis A, intestinal worms and schistosomiasis, diseases which should by now been eradicated (Osseiran, 2019). Again, the lack of clean drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene drag the nation behind.
2. What are the Health, Economic, and Social Consequences of water crisis?
Health consequences are that people are continually suffering from diseases which should have been eradicated and which can be avoided. The economic consequences are that people in nations where there is no clean drinking water spent most of their money on hospital bills (Osseiran, 2019). Social consequences are that people spent most of their time making long trips in search of clean drinking water. Due to the time lost collecting water, the people become less productive.
3. Is access to drinking water a human right? What factors influence your answer to this question?
Access to drinking water is a human right. No human can survive without drinking water. Drinking water is a basic need. Without drinking water, everybody would die. The government should make it a priority that everyone can access clean drinking water.
4. If access to a reliable and safe source of drinking water is a human right, what percentage of a household’s annual income can reasonably be charged for water? 
Since safe drinking water is a human right, it should cost as less as possible so that everyone can afford the clean water. The cost of water should not go beyond 10% of the average household income.
5. Do you think “water wars” might break out in the future? How can these conflicts be avoided?
Cochabamba, Bolivia is a city that experienced water wars in 2000 due to the privatization of drinking water and sanitation. Thousands of Cochabamba took to the streets to protest against privatization of water in the city. The poor were hugely affected by the shortage of water since they had to buy water at a high cost. The lack of water was brought about by privatization of water, corruption, and poor governance (Robinson, 2018). Years later, Bolivia has not solved its water problem. Unfortunately, in 2016 the country was affected by drought, which led to more shortage of water in the country. Although the lack of drinking water has not yet been solved, the nation has come up with strategies to improve water planning and build capacity. The government has engaged SEI (Stockholm Environment Institute) to help develop national water balance (Robinson, 2018).
[bookmark: _GoBack]SEI contains information about all water supplies in Bolivia (Robinson, 2018). The information from SEI will help the government plan on how it will supply water to its citizens and how to conserve water. Again, to avoid the water war experienced in 2000. Water committees were formed who gather information on the management of water resources, climatology, and emergency response action (Mark, 2017). The committees then transmit this information to the community who promote the water culture. Bolivia has also collaborated with other bodies such as UNICEF and Educo to promote the water culture (Mark, 2017). For such conflicts to be avoided, nations should preserve water catchment areas through; planting trees, improve water planning, ensuring everyone can access clean drinking, and promote water storage. With such plans, no nation will ever experience water wars.
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